	
  

October 23, 2014
Dear Parents and Guardians:
We are writing to inform you that we have evidence at MRH High School of head lice.
Head lice are very small brownish-colored insects that live on the head. They are less than
1/8” long and lay eggs (nits) close to the scalp. The eggs (nits) are tiny and gray or white
in color and attach to the hair shaft.
We are asking all parents and guardians to be alert for any uncommon scalp conditions.
Please watch your child for irritation and itching of the head and neck and check your
child for live lice or nits. If you find signs of live lice or nits, recommended treatment
includes using either a prescription or store-bought pediculicide shampoo (a medicine
that can kill lice which can be purchased at CVS or Walgreens). It is extremely important
to follow the product directions carefully and remove all nits for controlling head lice.
Head lice are spread by head-to-head contact. Lice do not jump or fly; they crawl and can
fall of the head. Head lice only lay their eggs while on the head. To prevent the spread of
head lice please instruct your child not to share grooming items and hair accessories such
as barrettes, combs, brushes and headbands and to never share towels, bedding, clothing,
hats and headgear.
We will do everything possible to prevent the spread of head lice in school. Upon
receiving notification of a suspected case of head lice, the school nurse will examine the
child’s hair to verify the report. If a case is identified, other close contacts will be checked.
Students with head lice will not be allowed to attend school until appropriately treated
and all nits (dead and alive) are removed from the hair. Re-admittance to school requires
that a student report to the Nurse’s Office at the beginning of the day to be checked by
the school nurse. Students must not ride the bus until they have been checked by the
nurse and cleared for re-admittance to school.
Please take a moment to read the included handout about head lice from the Missouri
Department of Health and Senior Services. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact the school nurse, Angie Underwood-Olson at 314-446-3813 or via email at
angela.underwood-olson@mrhschools.net. Please continue to monitor your child for lice
and inform the school if any are found.
Sincerely,
Kevin Grawer
Principal
MRH High School

